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When you need to buy something, how do you do it? You probably hand over 
dollars or you might use a gift card you’ve received. Throughout history, people 
have used all kinds of payment types, which are even changing today. Ahead, we 
explore some of the many ways to pay!

so many

Share with Sparky!
What do you think is the easiest kind of money to use? Which is the hardest 
kind of money to use? Remember to write your answer below and mail it with 
your color contest entry or email it to communications@ffcommunity.com

•	Paper money as we think of it got its 
start in China.

•	A dollar bill can be folded around 
8,000 times (give it a try!)

•	During World War II when copper 
was needed in war supplies, pennies 
were made entirely of steel.

•	The first coin we know of is the 
Lydian Lion. It’s made of a metal 
called “electrum,” which is an alloy 
of both silver and gold.

Fun Money Facts

Ways to Pay
BARTER OR TRADE: If you’ve ever 
traded something with a friend, you’ve 
bartered! Barter, the earliest form of 
payment, involves exchanging goods 
or services. While still 
used today, modern 
bartering can involve 
legal agreements.

CHECKS: Checks, or “drafts” at credit 
unions, are paper instructions to trans-
fer money. Some researchers believe 
checks existed even before coins, with 
modern versions becoming popular in 
the 1700s. Today, you can even deposit 
checks using your smartphone!

COINS: Coins are small pieces of metal, 
often round but not always. Their value 
depends on factors like size, weight, 
and design.

PAPER BILLS: Paper money began as 
written “I owe you” notes to avoid carry-
ing heavy coins. Modern paper money 
started in China and is now made with 
advanced technology to prevent crimi-
nals from making fakes.

WIRE TRANSFER: Wire transfers elec-
tronically send money quickly, often for 
large sums. The term 
“wire” comes from 
when telegraph lines 
were used for money 
transfers.

CARDS: The first credit cards appeared 
in the 1950s. Credit cards act as small 

loans, requiring repayment 
before a certain date (usu-
ally every month) to avoid 
extra interest charges. 
Debit cards work simi-

larly but deduct money directly from a 
checking account.

DIGITAL WALLETS: Apps like Apple 
Pay and PayPal allow you to send and 
receive money from a phone or com-
puter. Using technologies like Bluetooth, 
you can pay by holding your phone 
near a reader.

CRYPTOCURRENCY: Cryptocurrencies, 
like Bitcoin, are digital-only currencies 
not protected by banks or governments. 
They function similarly to in-game cur-

rencies like V-bucks 
or Robux. The value 
of cryptocurrencies 
can change a lot 
over time.



Color with Sparky and Smokey! Submit your entry by February 14, 2025 for a chance to win a prize!

(Child) Name: 							        Age: 	         Phone: 				  

(Parent/Guardian) Name: 				                 	  Email:						    

Ingredients:
  • 2 large plain bagels (cut in half)
  • 1/2 cup marinara sauce
  • 1 cup shredded rotisserie chicken breast 
  • 1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Directions: 
  1.  Preheat broiler.
  2. Place bagel halves, cut sides up, on a baking sheet. Broil 2 minutes 
     or until lightly toasted. 
  3. Spread 2 tablespoons marinara on cut side of each bagel half. Top each half with 1/4 cup chicken and
     sprinkle with 1/4 cup cheese. Broil bagel halves an additional 2 minutes or until cheese melts. 

     Makes 4 pizzas.

Name:

Parent’s Name:

Age:                         

Account #:

•  It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes open.
•  Almonds are members of the peach family.
•  A snail can sleep for 3 years.
•  Americans on the average eat 18 acres of pizza every day.
•  More people are killed by donkeys annually than are killed in 
plane crashes.
•  A cockroach will live nine days without its head, before it starves 
to death.
•  An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain.
•  Elephants are the only animals that can't jump.

Unscramble the letters to make words. Complete the form 
and mail in by February 1, 2014 to:

FFCCU - Sparky Contest
20333 Emerald Pkwy.
Cleveland, OH 44135

You may be selected to receive a special prize & 
have your name appear in the next issue.          

Cool FactsDid You Know?

Easy Chicken Bagel Pizza

ContestMENYO            _______________________

SDIETPO         _______________________

NVESTI              ______________________

SGIASVN          ______________________

UFN                   ______________________

YKPSRA            ______________________

HSAC                ______________________

If you get an 

allowance, do you immediately spend

it or save a portion of it? 

Did you know, if you saved a quarter 

every day for 1 year (365 days), 

you’d have saved over $91.25!

Mail to: FFCCU-Sparky’s Club 4664 East 71st Street, Cuyahoga Heights, Ohio 44125

Congratulations to Aubrey B. for winning our Q4 Sparky coloring contest! 

please!
Check, Let’s pretend you are bringing home a new puppy (maybe a little dalmatian named Sparky?) 

You are at an animal rescue shelter called “Pawesome Sauce,” and the employee there tells 
you the price is $220.25 for the pup and some extra items. They will only take checks as 
payment. Paper checks are a lot less popular today than they were a few decades ago, and 
some people find them a little tricky to fill out. It’s a great skill to know! What do you write 
on the check? Give it a try with this example:

Have an adult check your work and give you some pointers!


